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DE4 - JEFFERSON SHAMAR
This book explores a vital but neglected element in the philosophy of social science – the complex nature of the social world. By
a systematic philosophical engagement, it conceives the social
world in terms of three basic concerns: epistemic, methodological
and ethical. It examines how we cognize, study and ethically interact with the social world. As such, it demonstrates that a discussion of ethics is epistemically indispensable to the making of the
social world. The book presents a new interpretation of philosophy
of social science and addresses a series of related topics, including the role of the human subject in the context of scientiﬁc knowledge, objectivity, historicity, meaning and nature of social reality,
social and literary theory, scientiﬁc methodology and fact/value dichotomy, human and collective agency and the limits to relativism. Examining each in turn, it argues that the social world is
constructed through human actions and becomes signiﬁcant because we ascribe meaning to it. This is organized around discussions on the meaning, agency and the making of a social world.
The book will be useful to scholars and researchers of philosophy
of social science, political philosophy and sociology.
Normativity and Naturalism in the Social Sciences engages with a
central debate within the philosophy of social science: whether social scientiﬁc explanation necessitates an appeal to norms, and if
so, whether appeals to normativity can be rendered "scientiﬁc."
This collection brings together contributions from a diverse group
of philosophers who explore a broad but thematically uniﬁed set
of questions, many of which stem from an ongoing debate be-

tween Stephen Turner and Joseph Rouse (both contributors to this
volume) on the role of naturalism in the philosophy of the social
sciences. Informed by recent developments in both philosophy
and the social sciences, this volume will set the benchmark for
contemporary discussions about normativity and naturalism. This
collection will be relevant to philosophers of social science, philosophers in interested in the rule following and metaphysics of normativity, and theoretically oriented social scientists.
This accessible, comprehensive introduction is ideal for use on undergraduate courses, examining key conceptual and methodological questions, supplemented by useful pedagogical features.
This introduction to the philosophy of social science provides an
original conception of the task and nature of social inquiry. Peter
Manicas discusses the role of causality seen in the physical sciences and oﬀers a reassessment of the problem of explanation
from a realist perspective. He argues that the fundamental goal of
theory in both the natural and social sciences is not, contrary to
widespread opinion, prediction and control, or the explanation of
events (including behaviour). Instead, theory aims to provide an
understanding of the processes which, together, produce the
contingent outcomes of experience. Oﬀering a host of concrete illustrations and examples of critical ideas and issues, this accessible book will be of interest to students of the philosophy of social
science, and social scientists from a range of disciplines.
- what is the relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences? - where do today′s dominant approaches to doing
social science come from? - what are the main ﬁssures and de-

bates in contemporary social scientiﬁc thought? - how are we to
make sense of seemingly contrasting approaches to how social
scientists ﬁnd out about the world and justify their claims to have
knowledge of it? In this exciting handbook, Ian Jarvie and Jesús Zamora-Bonilla have put together a wide-ranging and authoritative
overview of the main philosophical currents and traditions at work
in the social sciences today. Starting with the history of social scientiﬁc thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core fundamentals of social science practice, from issues of ontology and
epistemology to issues of practical method. Along the way it investigates such notions as paradigm, empiricism, postmodernism,
naturalism, language, agency, power, culture, and causality. Bringing together in one volume leading authorities in the ﬁeld from
around the world, this book will be a must-have for any serious
scholar or student of the social sciences.
An accessible introduction to the latest developments and debates in the philosophy of social science.
In this lucid and engaging introductory volume on the nature of society, Roger Trigg examines the scientiﬁc basis of social science
and shows that philosophical presuppositions are a necessary
starting point for the study of society.
This is an international and interdisciplinary volume that provides
a new look at the general background of the social sciences from
a philosophical perspective and provides directions for methodology. It seeks to overcome the limitations of the traditional treatises
of a philosophy of science rooted in the physical sciences, as well
as extend the coverage of basic science to intentional and socially
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normative features of the social sciences. The discussions included in this book are divided into four thematic sections: Social and
cognitive roots for reﬂexivity upon the research process Philosophies of explanation in the social sciences Social normativity in social sciences Social processes in particular sciences Social Philosophy of Science for the Social Sciences will ﬁnd an interested audience in students of the philosophy of science and social sciences.
It is also relevant for researchers and students in the ﬁelds of psychology, sociology, economics, anthropology, education, and political science.
The philosophy of the social sciences considers the underlying explanatory powers of the social (or human) sciences, such as history, economics, anthropology, politics, and sociology. The type of
questions covered includes the methodological (the nature of observations, laws, theories, and explanations) to the ontological —
whether or not these sciences can explain human nature in a way
consistent with common-sense beliefs. This Handbook is a major,
comprehensive look at the key ideas in the ﬁeld, is guided by several principles. The ﬁrst is that the philosophy of social science
should be closely connected to, and informed by, developments in
the sciences themselves. The second is that the volume should appeal to practicing social scientists as well as philosophers, with
the contributors being both drawn from both ranks, and speaking
to ongoing controversial issues in the ﬁeld. Finally, the volume
promotes connections across the social sciences, with greater internal discussion and interaction across disciplinary boundaries.
This book introduces a novel version of realism--Measured Realism--that characterizes the kind of theoretical progress in the social
and psychological sciences that is uneven but indisputable. Trout
proposes a theory of measurement--Population-Guided Estimation--that connects natural, psychological, and social scientiﬁc inquiry.
Few can imagine a world without telephones or televisions; many
depend on computers and the Internet as part of daily life. Without scientiﬁc theory, these developments would not have been
possible. In this exceptionally clear and engaging introduction to
philosophy of science, James Ladyman explores the philosophical
questions that arise when we reﬂect on the nature of the scientiﬁc
method and the knowledge it produces. He discusses whether fundamental philosophical questions about knowledge and reality
might be answered by science, and considers in detail the debate
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between realists and antirealists about the extent of scientiﬁc
knowledge. Along the way, central topics in philosophy of science,
such as the demarcation of science from non-science, induction,
conﬁrmation and falsiﬁcation, the relationship between theory
and observation and relativism are all addressed. Important and
complex current debates over underdetermination, inference to
the best explaination and the implications of radical theory
change are clariﬁed and clearly explained for those new to the
subject.
Professor Duverger at last provides the student with an overall
view of the methodology of the social sciences. He brieﬂy traces
the origin of the notion of a social science, showing how it
emerged from social philosophy. Its essential elements and pre-conditions are described; the splintering of social science into specialist disciplines is explained, and the need for a general sociology conﬁrmed. The techniques of observation used by social scientists are dealt with in some detail and the unity of the social sciences is illustrated by examples of the universal application of these techniques. Documentary evidence in its various forms are described along with the basic analytical techniques, including quantitative methods and content analysis. Other methods of gathering information through polls, interviews, attitude scales and participant observation are all described. Professor Duverger brings together the diﬀerent kinds of analysis used to assess the information thus gathered. Arguing that observing and theorizing are not
two diﬀerent stages or levels of research, he examines the practical value and diﬃculties of general sociological theories, partial
theories and models and working hypotheses. He both describes
and assesses the limitations of experiment and the scope of comparative methods in the social sciences. He then gives elementary instructions for using and assessing the value of mathematical techniques. The possibilities of presenting social phenomena
through graphs and charts are also explored. There are useful
book lists and diagrams.
In this ground-breaking new text, Patrick Baert analyses thecentral perspectives in the philosophy of social science,critically investigating the work of Durkheim, Weber, Popper,critical realism,
critical theory, and Rorty's neo pragmatism. Places key writers in
their social and political contexts,helping to make their ideas
meaningful to students. Shows how these authors’ views have
practical uses inempirical research. Lively approach that makes
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complex ideas understandable toupper-level students, as well as
having scholarly appeal.
Now in its second edition, this comprehensive textbook oﬀers an
exceptionally accessible yet in-depth introduction to the philosophy of social science. Students with no previous knowledge will
ﬁnd themselves taken on an engaging philosophical journey: the
book’s unique dialogue format anticipates their most frequently
asked questions and provides clear explanations of specialised terminology and essential contextualisation of contemporary debates. Encompassing both traditional and contemporary perspectives, the book explores the questions and debates raised by all
the major theoretical positions in the philosophy of social science,
including positivism, empiricism, rationalism, hermeneutics, feminist epistemology, postmodernism and critical realism. The ﬁrst edition of this book had a Eurocentric bias, as does virtually all other
textbooks covering this subject matter. This has been corrected in
the second edition and includes a new chapter on the contributions of Islam to philosophy, natural science social science including sociology. The second edition also has a newly written chapter
on pragmaticism and neo-pragmaticism, as well as strengthened
coverage of hermeneutics, postmodernism and critical realism.
The book‘s rich pedagogic support includes: point-by-point summaries introducing the scope of every chapter; discussion questions; further reading lists; and a glossary of key terminology. This
excellent textbook is designed to provide every student with a
clear understanding of important and complex issues. It is essential reading for all students of philosophy of social science,
whether at undergraduate or Masters level and regardless of their
disciplinary background.
This is a much-needed new introduction to a ﬁeld that has been
transformed in recent years by exciting new subjects, ideas, and
methods. It is designed both for students with central interests in
philosophy and those planning to concentrate on the social sciences, and it presupposes no particular background in either domain. From the wide range of topics at the forefront of debate in
philosophy of social science, the editors have chosen those which
are representative of the most important and interesting contemporary work. A team of distinguished experts explore key aspects
of the ﬁeld such as social ontology (what are the things that social
science studies?), objectivity, formal methods, measurement, and
causal inference. Also included are chapters focused on notable
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subjects of social science research, such as well-being and climate change. Philosophy of Social Science provides a clear, accessible, and up-to-date guide to this fascinating ﬁeld.
Philosophers and social scientists share a common goal: to explore fundamental truths about ourselves and the nature of the
world in which we live. But in what ways do these two distinct disciplines inform each other and arrive at these truths? The 10th anniversary edition of this highly regarded text directly responds to
such issues as it introduces students to the philosophy of social
science. While staying true to the writing of the late Ian Craib, this
perennial text has been brought up to date by Ted Benton. This
new edition includes previously unpublished personal insights
from both authors, incorporates new commentaries on classic content and features an additional chapter on recent developments
in the ﬁeld. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating to the nature of social science • Interrogates the relationship between social science and natural science • Encompasses traditional and
contemporary perspectives • Introduces and critiques a wide
range of approaches, from empiricism and positivism to post structuralism and rationalism. Written in an engaging and student-friendly style, the book introduces key ideas and concepts while
raising questions and opening debates. A cornerstone text in the
Traditions in Social Theory series, this book remains essential
reading for all students of social theory.
This book is a critical introduction to the philosophy of social science. While most social scientists maintain that the social sciences should stand free of politics, this book argues that they
should be politically partisan. Root oﬀers a clear description and
provocative criticism of many of the methods and ideals that
guide research and teaching in the social sciences.
The Philosophy of Social Science: A Contemporary Introduction examines the perennial questions of philosophy by engaging with
the empirical study of society. The book oﬀers a comprehensive
overview of debates in the ﬁeld, with special attention to questions arising from new research programs in the social sciences.
The text uses detailed examples of social scientiﬁc research to
motivate and illustrate the philosophical discussion. Topics include the relationship of social policy to social science, interpretive research, action explanation, game theory, social scientiﬁc accounts of norms, joint intentionality, reductionism, causal modeling, case study research, and experimentation.
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This volume provides a lucid and distinct introduction to multiculturalism and the philosophy of social science. Distinct, engaging
and timely 'multicultural' approach Clear, non-technical overview
of the nature of social inquiry First volume of outstanding new
"Contemporary Philosophy" series
We spend a lot of time thinking about other people: their motivations, what they are thinking, why they want particular things.
Sometimes we are aware of it, but it often occurs without conscious thought, and we can respond appropriately to other people's thoughts in a diverse range of situations. The Social Mind: A
Philosophical Introduction examines the cognitive capacities that
facilitate this amazing ability. It explains and critiques key philosophical theories about how we think about other people's minds,
measuring them against empirical ﬁndings from neuroscience, anthropology, developmental psychology and cognitive ethology.
Some of the fascinating questions addressed include: How do we
think about other people's minds? Do we put ourselves in
another's shoes to work out what they think? When do we need to
think about another person's thoughts? What kinds of thoughts do
we attribute to others? Are they propositional attitudes like beliefs
and desires as analytic philosophers have often assumed, or
could they be something else? What sorts of neural mechanisms
underlie our ability to think about other people's thoughts? How is
the ability to think about other minds diﬀerent for individuals on
the autism Spectrum? Is a preoccupation with other people's
thoughts a Western phenomenon or is it found in all cultures?
How do children learn to think about other minds? Can non-human animals think about other minds? These questions are applied to case studies throughout the book, including mirror neurons, recent research on infant social cognition, false belief tasks,
and cross-cultural studies. Covering complex interdisciplinary debates in an accessible and clear way, with chapter summaries, annotated further reading, and a glossary, The Social Mind: A Philosophical Introduction is an ideal entry point into this fast-moving
and exciting ﬁeld. It is essential reading for students of philosophy
of mind and psychology, and also of interest to those in related
subjects such as cognitive science, social and developmental psychology, and anthropology.
How does science work? Does it tell us what the world is “really”
like? What makes it diﬀerent from other ways of understanding
the universe? In Theory and Reality, Peter Godfrey-Smith address-
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es these questions by taking the reader on a grand tour of more
than a hundred years of debate about science. The result is a completely accessible introduction to the main themes of the philosophy of science. Examples and asides engage the beginning student, a glossary of terms explains key concepts, and suggestions
for further reading are included at the end of each chapter. Like
no other text in this ﬁeld, Theory and Reality combines a survey
of recent history of the philosophy of science with current key debates that any beginning scholar or critical reader can follow. The
second edition is thoroughly updated and expanded by the author
with a new chapter on truth, simplicity, and models in science.
The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of the Social Sciences collects newly commissioned essays that examine fundamental issues in the social sciences.
Winch addresses the possibility and practice of a comprehensive
'science of society', drawing from the works of such thinkers as
Ludwig Wittgenstein, J.S. Mill and Max Weber to make his case.
The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is an
outstanding guide to the major themes, movements, debates, and
topics in the philosophy of social science. It includes thirty-seven
newly written chapters, by many of the leading scholars in the
ﬁeld, as well as a comprehensive introduction by the editors. Insofar as possible, the material in this volume is presented in accessible language, with an eye toward undergraduate and graduate
students who may be coming to some of this material for the ﬁrst
time. Scholars too will appreciate this clarity, along with the
chance to read about the latest advances in the discipline. The
Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is broken up
into four parts. Historical and Philosophical Context Concepts Debates Individual Sciences Edited by two of the leading scholars in
the discipline, this volume is essential reading for anyone interested in the philosophy of social science, and its many areas of connection and overlap with key debates in the philosophy of science.
Published in the year 2004, Philosophy and the Social Sciences is
a valuable contribution to the ﬁeld of Sociology.
Bunge contends that social science research has fallen prey to a
postmodern fascination with irrationalism and relativism. He
urges social scientists to re-examine the philosophy and the
methodology at the base of their discipline.
Professor Little presents an introduction to the philosophy of so-
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cial science with an emphasis on the central forms of explanation
in social science: rational-intentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist, statistical and interpretive. The book is very
strong on recent developments, particularly in its treatment of rational choice theory, microfoundations for social explanation, the
idea of supervenience, functionalism, and current discussions of
relativism.Of special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like
the philosophy of natural science, the philosophy of social science
can proﬁt from examining actual scientiﬁc examples. Throughout
the book, philosophical theory is integrated with recent empirical
work on both agrarian and industrial society drawn from political
science, sociology, geography, anthropology, and economics.Clearly written and well structured, this text provides the logical
and conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the debates at
the cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of social science. It
will prove indispensible for philosophers, social scientists and
their students.
This is an accessible introduction to the philosophy of social research which relates philosophical ideas to actual research practice. The book makes eﬀective use of illustrations from the UK, US
and Europe to examine speciﬁc problems and broader issues. The
book is intended for undergraduate and postgraduate courses in
social research methods within sociology, social policy, politics, social psychology, human geography; philosophy of social science
and social theory courses; and as a personal reference for professional researchers.
the ﬁrst comprehensive anthology in the philosophy of social science to appear since the late 1960s
New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science provides a
comprehensive history, explanation and critique of empiricism
and positivism within the natural and social sciences, as well as
an overview of the interpretivist/hermeneutic tradition in social
science. Questions concerning the criteria for judging truth and validity, the nature of rationality, social reality and scientiﬁcity, unfold in a uniquely accessible dialogue format. Students with no
previous knowledge of this highly contested ﬁeld will ﬁnd themsleves taken on an entertaining and challenging philosophical journey. The dialogue anticipates the most frequently asked questions of such readers, provides clear explanations of all specialised terminology and contextualises contemporary debates. It
thus transforms potential confusion into a clear understanding of
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complex issues. The text shows how the perspectives of earlier
traditions persist in modiﬁed form, covering poststructuralism,
postmodernism, critical theory, feminist epistemology and concludes with a critical realist account of both natural and social science. New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science is essential reading for students of social theory and the philosophy of
social science. Students across the full range of social science disciplines will ﬁnd the book of interest. Sociology students will ﬁnd
it a particularly valuable resource.
Originally published in 1974, this book provided a most useful introductory survey of all the major philosophical issues relating to
the social sciences at the time. While it covers a remarkable
amount of ground in a short space, it is never superﬁcial, for its lucid and careful analysis does full justice to the complexities and
controversies of the subject. Nor is it merely a survey, for, while
putting all points of view with scrupulous fairness, the author never fails to make clear his own, and to support it with reasoned argument. The book’s basic framework is a comparison of physical
and social science, and in this context the author examines the
problems of the mental aspect of social life, general laws, the individual and the social, explanation, and the relation of fact to value. He is far from advocating (as is often done) the wholesale acceptance or rejection of the ‘physical science model’ in the social
sciences – rather, he carefully considers the various elements of
the model in relation to the nature of social life. A noteworthy feature of this book is the philosophical analysis of statistical correlations and tests of signiﬁcance, which bulk so large in the practice
of social scientists, yet are all too seldom discussed in books of
this kind. Also of special interest is the penetrating and original
analysis of functionalist explanation in social science. Students of
the social sciences and of philosophy will ﬁnd this an admirable introduction to an important aspect of their respective disciplines.
This volume is a unique contribution to the philosophy of the social sciences, presenting the results of cutting-edge philosophers'
research alongside critical discussions by practicing social scientists. The book is motivated by the view that the philosophy of the
social sciences cannot ignore the speciﬁc scientiﬁc practices according to which social scientiﬁc work is being conducted, and
that it will be valuable only if it evolves in constant interaction
with theoretical developments in the social sciences. With its
unique format guaranteeing a genuine discussion between philo-

Understanding Social Science Philosophical Introduction To The Social Sciences

sophers and social scientists, this thought-provoking volume extends the frontiers of the ﬁeld. It will appeal to all scholars and students interested in the interplay between philosophy and the social sciences.
Understanding Institutions proposes a new uniﬁed theory of social
institutions that combines the best insights of philosophers and social scientists who have written on this topic. Francesco Guala presents a theory that combines the features of three inﬂuential
views of institutions: as equilibria of strategic games, as regulative rules, and as constitutive rules. Guala explains key institutions like money, private property, and marriage, and develops a
much-needed uniﬁcation of equilibrium- and rules-based approaches. Although he uses game theory concepts, the theory is
presented in a simple, clear style that is accessible to a wide audience of scholars working in diﬀerent ﬁelds. Outlining and discussing various implications of the uniﬁed theory, Guala addresses
venerable issues such as reﬂexivity, realism, Verstehen, and fallibilism in the social sciences. He also critically analyses the theory
of "looping eﬀects" and "interactive kinds" defended by Ian Hacking, and asks whether it is possible to draw a demarcation between social and natural science using the criteria of causal and
ontological dependence. Focusing on current debates about the
deﬁnition of marriage, Guala shows how these abstract philosophical issues have important practical and political consequences.
Moving beyond speciﬁc cases to general models and principles,
Understanding Institutions oﬀers new perspectives on what institutions are, how they work, and what they can do for us.
This book provides students with a concise introduction to the philosophy of methodology. The book stands apart from existing
methodology texts by clarifying in a student-friendly and engaging way distinctions between philosophical positions, paradigms
of inquiry, methodology and methods. Building an understanding
of the relationships and distinctions between philosophical positions and paradigms is an essential part of the research process
and integral to deploying the methodology and methods best suited for a research project, thesis or dissertation. Aided throughout
by deﬁnition boxes, examples and exercises for students, the
book covers topics such as: - Positivism and Post-positivism Phenomenology - Critical Theory - Constructivism and Participatory Paradigms - Post-Modernism and Post-Structuralism - Ethnography - Grounded Theory - Hermeneutics - Foucault and Discourse
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This text is aimed at ﬁnal-year undergraduates and post-graduate
research students. For more experienced researchers developing
mixed methodological approaches, it can provide a greater under-
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standing of underlying issues relating to unfamiliar techniques.
An introduction to the philosophy of social science from a well--
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known author.
This 1996 book argues that behind the diverse methods of the natural sciences lies a common core of scientiﬁc rationality.

