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619 - RILEY CUEVAS
THE STORY: The evening begins with a
bang. The deceptive calm of a family restaurant, ﬁlled with two disgruntled customers and an inept waitress, is disrupted by oﬀstage sounds of war and destruction. The real disruption begins with
the entrance
This illustrated volume covers the career
of Sam Shepard, the provocative American playwright, scriptwriter, actor, and director, through an introductory survey
followed by in-depth analyses of representative selections from the one-acts
(Action, States of Shock), experimental
collaborations with Joseph Chaikin (Savage/Love), and by now classic family
plays (Buried Child, A Lie of the Mind). It
ranges from Shepard's unpublished adaptation of Marlowe's Doctor Faustus
through the textual variants and political
context of Operation Sidewinder to
Robert Altman's movie version of Fool
for Love, besides oﬀering brief comparisons with fellow dramatists (Albee and
Beckett) and visual artists (Edward Weston, Marsden Hartley). Several performance analyses supplement the textual
criticism and provide a sample of European directorial approaches. Together,
these takes oﬀer a composite picture of
an artist whose output over the past forty years has turned him into a ﬁgure-

head of twentieth century drama,
studied and produced all over the world
with a keen eye for his idiosyncratic and
critical view of what it means to be American.
A newly revised edition of an American
classic, Sam Shepard’s Pulitzer
Prize—winning Buried Child is as ﬁerce
and unforgettable as it was when it was
ﬁrst produced in 1978. A scene of madness greets Vince and his girlfriend as
they arrive at the squalid farmhouse of
Vince’s hard-drinking grandparents, who
seem to have no idea who he is. Nor
does his father, Tilden, a hulking former
All-American footballer, or his uncle, who
has lost one of his legs to a chain saw.
Only the memory of an unwanted child,
buried in an undisclosed location, can
hope to deliver this family from its sin.
A Vintage Shorts “Short Story Month” Selection The ride to the tiny village in Mexico where he’s due to ﬁlm has not been
easy. The actor has to ﬁrst put up with
Gunther, a maniac German driver in a
tuxedo, the Narcos who insist on excavating the contents of their car, the customs oﬃcial in Mexico who sends him
back across the border, and an embittered woman in the Mexican consulate
for whom he must play Spencer Tracy.
From the Pulitzer Prize-winner, “the
greatest playwright of our generation,”
director, prose-stylist, musician, and ac-
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tor Sam Shepard—"Spencer Tracy Is not
Dead," selected from Cruising Paradise,
is a gleaming testament to Shepard's
mastery and a tender portrait of American masculinity on the road. An ebook
short.
The complete scripts to six Sam Shepard
plays: The Unseen Hand, Forensic and
the Navigators, The Holy Ghostly, Back
Bog Beast Bait, Shaved Splits, 4-H Club.
'The night it happened I was drunk, almost passed out, and I swear to God a
bird came ﬂying through my motel room
window . . .' Narrated by Frank Flannigan, The Motel Life tells the story of how
he and his brother Jerry Lee take to the
road in a bid to escape the hit-and-run
accident which kick-starts the narrative.
Written with huge compassion, and an
eye for the small details of life, it has become one of the most talked about debuts of recent years. 'That rare beast: a
book with the cadence of an old, well-loved song. Sad, haunting, and strangely beautiful.' John Connolly, author of The
Black Angel 'A serene and assured piece
of minor-key Americana . . . Not many
people do anything similar over here,
with the same sense of small town bigsky melancholy. So British readers looking for a shot of post-Beat generation
blues should reach with conﬁdence for
Vlautin's book.' Jonathan Gibbs, Independent
Sam Shepard is one of America's most
proliﬁc dramatists, as well as a screenplay writer, memoirist, and successful
ﬁlm actor. His irreverent, satirical, and
nostalgic treatment of American popular
culture has attracted a cult following as
well as the re
Since 1955, City Lights Bookshop in San
Francisco has published over 230 titles
and its 1,500 authors include Jack Kerouac, James Joyce, Ernest Hemingway,
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Hilda Doolittle, Allen Ginsberg, Goethe,
Walt Whitman, Gregory Corso, and Karl
Marx. Provides complete information on
all City Lights publications from 1955
through 1990.
His ﬁrst major book of ﬁction: lyrical, personal, mythical, hilarious and mesmeric
stories that shed new light on both the
US and the writer through whose eyes
we access this compelling and resonant
land.
Good for acting exercises and auditions.
--Village Voice
THE STORY: Set in the netherworld of
thoroughbred racing, SIMPATICO explores themes of memory, loyalty and
restitution. When Lyle, a successful
horse breeder in Kentucky, receives a
desperate phone call from Vinnie, a troubled barﬂy living in Sout
A fascinating if somewhat elliptical collection of essays on drama and cinema that
includes interviews with Roberta Levitow, Martin Scorsese, and Stanley Kaufman (as well as an interview play by Don
DeLillo), and essays by Robert Brustein,
Richard Gilman, Stanley Kaufman, and
Andre Bazin, among others. Paper edition (unseen), $16.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
This study of autobiographical writing
and its reﬂection of personal and national identity analyzes the diﬀerent ways in
which these authors balance individual
American identity with collective identities and reinvent their familial, cultural,
and national engenderings. In each of
the works discussed, a private geography - a psychological map, a myth, an
ideology, or a ﬁction - is posited, while
its author explores claims to the ownership of memory, history, and the self.
One of the plays that ﬁrst announced
Sam Shepard as an original voice in
American theater, Tooth of Crime is his
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thrillingly innovative rock drama, published here in a revised edition that is as
fresh and provocative as the original was
more than thirty years ago. An aging
rock star in a world in which entertainment and street warfare go hand in
hand, Hoss must defend himself against
Crow, a newcomer who battles him for
fame. Combining musical styles and intense dialogue in an unconventional musical-fantasy, Tooth of Crime riﬀs brilliantly on rising stars and fading legends, and
rock lived and died for.
These issues consist of the edited Proceedings of the Shepard conference, organized by the Belgian-Luxembourg
American Studies Association and the
Free University of Brussels (VUB), which
took place in Brussels, 28-30 May 1993.
It will be of interest to undergraduates
and postgraduates, professors, critics,
theater practitioners, writers and those
with a keen interest in the ﬁelds of literature, theater studies and cultural
studies.
A gruﬀ, aﬀecting and funny play by Sam
Shepard. Byron and Ames are old
friends, reunited by mutual desperation.
Over bourbon on ice, they sit, reﬂect and
bicker until ﬁfty years of love, friendship
and rivalry are put to the test at the barrel of a gun.
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Dawn Ziegler, DVM, CAC, San Diego, California
The American Roadside in Émigré Literature, Film, and Photography: 1955–1985
traces the origin of a postmodern iconography of mobile consumption equating
roadside America with an authentic experience of the United States through the
postwar road narrative, a narrative
which, Elsa Court argues, has been
shaped by and through white male émigré narratives of the American road, in
both literature and visual culture. While
stressing that these narratives are limited in their understanding of the processes of exclusion and unequal ﬂux in experiences of modern automobility, the book
works through four case studies in the
American works of European-born authors Vladimir Nabokov, Robert Frank, Alfred Hitchcock, and Wim Wenders to unveil an early phenomenology of the postwar American highway, one that anticipates the works of late-twentieth-century spatial theorists Jean Baudrillard,
Michel Foucault, and Marc Augé and
sketches a postmodern aesthetic of western mobility and consumption that has
become synonymous with contemporary
America.
The ﬁrst work of long ﬁction from the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright--a tour de
force of memory, mystery, death, and
life. This searing, extraordinarily evocative narrative opens with a man in his
house at dawn, surrounded by aspens,
coyotes cackling in the distance as he
quietly navigates the distance between
present and past. More and more, memory is overtaking him: in his mind he sees
himself in a movie-set trailer, his young
face staring back at him in a mirror surrounded by light bulbs. In his dreams
and in visions he sees his late father--sometimes in miniature, sometimes ﬂying planes, sometimes at war. By turns,

Travel the Southern California coastline
from San Diego to Santa Cruz with Leo, a
man on a mission, and "Little Mike", his
unintentional canine companion. Enjoy
the wondrous beaches, quiet coves and
a tale crafted so cleverly you'll reach for
your car keys to meet them in San Simeon. What people are saying, "...the story
has all the great things you want in a
book...mystery, romance, lost souls being found, interesting characters, happy
ending, the acknowledgement of what
diﬀerences pets make in our lives." Dr.
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he sees the bygone America of his childhood: the farmland and the feedlots, the
railyards and the diners--and, most
hauntingly, his father's young girlfriend,
with whom he also became involved,
setting into motion a tragedy that has
stayed with him. His complex interiority
is ﬁltered through views of mountains
and deserts as he drives across the country, propelled by jazz, benzedrine, rock
and roll, and a restlessness born out of
exile. The rhythms of theater, the language of poetry, and a ﬂinty humor combine in this stunning meditation on the
nature of experience, at once celebratory, surreal, poignant, and unforgettable.
THE STORY: The play begins with a man
alone in a desert landscape digging a
grave. Hobart Struther's horse has just
dropped dead. He stands there in the
vast open desert trying to ﬁgure out
what to do about his predicament. Every
once in a while,
These three plays by Pulitzer Prize winner Sam Shepard are bold, explosive, and
ultimately redemptive dramas propelled
by family secrets and illuminated by a
searching intelligence. In The Late Henry
Moss–which premiered in San Francisco,
starring Sean Penn and Nick Nolte–two
estranged brothers confront the past as
they piece together the drunken ﬁshing
expedition that preceded their father’s
death. In Eyes for Consuela, based on Octavio Paz’s classic story “The Blue Bouquet,” a vacationing American encounters a knife-toting Mexican bandit on a
gruesome quest. And in When the World
Was Green, cowritten with Joseph
Chaikin, a journalist in search of her father interviews an old man who resolved
a generations-old vendetta by murdering
the wrong man. Together, these plays
form a powerful trio from an enduring
force in American theater.
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THE STORY: Two antagonistic brothers,
Ray and Earl, are brought together after
their father, Henry Moss, is found dead
in his seedy New Mexico home. Henry
was a harassing, arrogant drunk, and his
sons have inherited his worst qualities.
Ray is dete
Friends since 1964, correspondents
since 1972, playwright Sam Shepard and
director Joseph Chaikin established independent reputations - Chaikin with such
Open Theatre landmarks as America Hurrah and The Serpent; Shepard with celebrated plays, including The Tooth of
Crime - before becoming close collaborators in 1978. The texts of their remarkable creations - Tongues, Savage / Love
and The War in Heaven - are included
here, together with notes and - most important - the deeply personal, exploratory letters which detail their passionate
pursuit of a new language for the stage.
A new edition with a foreword by Wim
Wenders. Motel Chronicles reveals the
fast-moving and sometimes surprising
world of the man behind the plays that
have made Sam Shepard a legend in the
theatre. Shepard chronicles his own life
birth in Illinois, childhood memories of
Guam, Pasadena and rural Southern California, adventures as ranch hand, waiter,
rock musician, dramatist, and ﬁlm actor.
Scenes from this book form the basis of
his play Superstitions, and of the ﬁlm (directed by Wim Wenders) Paris, Texas,
winner of the Golden Palm Award at the
1984 Cannes Film Festival. Hawk Moon is
a collection of more than ﬁfty monologues, short stories and poems - Shepard's ﬁrst. One of America's most acclaimed writers and actors reﬂects on
growing up in America, rock and roll, the
sex of ﬁshes, and other topics. Shepard
displays his virtuosic sense of the
rhythms of the American landscape.
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Dai ﬁnestrini di una macchina, ai bordi
delle leggendarie highways, una terra selvaggia e arcaica sﬁla sotto la linea dell’orizzonte. È l’America. Non quella
nevrotica delle metropoli – con i suoi
ediﬁci vertiginosi, le sue leggi, il suo galateo urbano – ma quella rude e polverosa
delle periferie del mondo, dove l’unica regola è dettata da un primitivo spirito di
sopraﬀazione. Qui l’uomo discende direttamente dalla pietra e dai peyote, dalla
scorza dura degli arbusti secolari. Di tanto in tanto – lungo i chilometri d’asfalto –
in una vecchia baracca, in un recinto, in
un motel, si mettono in scena le rappresentazioni rituali di un mondo impenetrabile e violento: bestie scuoiate, ceﬃ piegati dalla fatica del lavoro, vecchi fantasmi che riportano alla memoria i traumi
d’infanzie sanguinose.Motel Chronicles
raccoglie frammenti autobiograﬁci e allucinazioni, poesie e fotograﬁe, riferimenti a ﬁlm e canzoni che hanno segnato
l’immaginario collettivo, dando vita a un’opera in grado di trattenere, nelle sue parole, alcune delle suggestioni più signiﬁcative della cultura occidentale.Geniale interprete del cinema e del teatro
contemporaneo, Sam Shepard torna a
visitare i luoghi cruciali della sua vita ed
esaurisce, con una scrittura irrequieta, i
registri linguistici più veri di un popolo
diﬃcile e variegato: dalla California al
Texas, dai saloni dove risuona la musica
dei jukebox alle stalle riempite dal nitrito
dei cavalli, dalle sperimentazioni espressive dei Beat al gergo ruvido dei cowboy.Lungo tutto il viaggio, una sola e inesauribile massima: si vive per conoscere
se stessi.
Rereading Shepard draws together 13
original theoretical perspectives on one
of America's most important contemporary playwrights. Representing a range
of critical appraoches - including semiotics, deconstruction, and feminism - the
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essays address recent debates emerging
in Shepard criticism. These include the
status of Shepard's texts within the modernist tradition on the one hand and a developing post-modernism on the other,
and the feminist debate over Shepard's
drama - does it reinforce a masculinist
world or does it provide some oppositional stance toward patriarchal 'master narratives'?
The controversial chronicle of a motel
owner who secretly studied the sex lives
of his guests by the renowned journalist
and author of Thy Neighbor’s Wife. On
January 7, 1980, in the run-up to the
publication of his landmark bestseller
Thy Neighbor’s Wife, Gay Talese received an anonymous letter from a man
in Colorado. “Since learning of your longawaited study of coast-to-coast sex in
America,” the letter began, “I feel I have
important information that I could contribute to its contents or to contents of a
future book.” The man—Gerald
Foos—hen divulged an astonishing secret: he had bought a motel outside Denver for the express purpose of satisfying
his voyeuristic desires. Underneath its
peaked roof, he had built an “observation platform” through which he could
peer down on his unwitting guests. Over
the years, Foos sent Talese hundreds of
pages of notes on his guests, work that
Foos believed made him a pioneering researcher into American society and sexuality. Through his Voyeur’s motel, he witnessed and recorded the harsh eﬀects of
the war in Vietnam, the upheaval in gender roles, the decline of segregation, and
much more. In The Voyeur’s Motel. “the
reader observes Talese observing Foos
observing his guests.” An extraordinary
work of narrative journalism, it is at once
an examination of one unsettling man
and a portrait of the secret life of the
American heartland over the latter half
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of the twentieth century (Daily Mail, UK).
“This is a weird book about weird people
doing weird things, and I wouldn’t have
put it down if the house were on ﬁre.”
—John Greenya, Washington Times
Motel Chronicles reveals the fast-moving
and sometimes surprising world of the
man behind the plays that have made
Sam Shepard a living legend in the theater. Shepard chronicles his own life
birth in Illinois, childhood memories of
Guam, Pasadena and rural Southern California, adventures as ranch hand, waiter,
rock musician, dramatist and ﬁlm actor.
Scenes from this book form the basis of
his play Superstitions, and of the ﬁlm (directed by Wim Wenders) Paris, Texas,
winner of the Golden Palm Award at the
1984 Cannes Film Festival. " . . . essential reading. A scrapbook of short stories,
autobiographical reveries, poetry and
photographs, Motel Chronicles is full of
verbal delights, as well as insights into
its author's entire canon. Whether Mr.
Shepard is reminiscing about his parents
or daydreaming about cherished movies
and cars of his youth, he speaks in pungent and ethereal language that remakes our West. Read in conjunction
with the plays, Motel Chronicles also
helps demystify the origins of Mr. Shepard's psychological obsessions and desolate frontier iconography."—Frank Rich,
New York Times "If plays were put in
time capsules, future generations would
get a sharp-toothed proﬁle of life in the
U.S. in the past decade and half from the
works of Sam Shepard."—Time "Sam Shepard is a shaman—a New World shaman.
Sam is as American as peyote, magic
mushrooms, Rock and Roll, and medicine
bundles."—Jack Gelber Sam Shepard
(1943) is a playwright, actor, author,
screen writer and director whose work is
performed on and oﬀ Broadway and in
other theaters across the country. In
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1979, he received the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama for his play Buried Child. In 1983,
he was nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Supporting Actor in The
Right Stuﬀ. His other famous works include True West, A Lie of the Mind and
Curse of the Starving Class. Fool For
Love & the Sad Lament of Pecos Bill by
Sam Shepard was also published by City
Lights Publishers.
THE STORY: Henry Hackamore, reputed
to be the richest man in the world, is
now a bearded, aged recluse, who lives
on the top ﬂoor of a Caribbean luxury hotel, attended by his bodyguard-nurse,
Raul. Paranoid, desperately lonely and
obsessed by a fe
Pulitzer Prize winner Sam Shepard’s latest play is an uproarious, brilliantly
provocative farce that brings the gifts of
a quintessentially American playwright
to bear on the current American dilemma. Frank and Emma are a quiet, respectable couple who raise cows on their
Wisconsin farm. Soon after they agree to
put up Frank’s old friend Haynes, who is
on the lam from a secret government
project involving plutonium, they’re visited by Welch, an unctuous government
bureaucrat from hell. His aggressive patriotism puts Frank, Emma, and Haynes
on the defensive, transforming a heartland American household into a scene of
torture and promoting a radioactive
brand of conformity with a dangerously
long half life.
In eighteen stories unlike any in our contemporary literature, Sam Shepard explores the vast and rugged American
West with the same parched intensity
that has made him “the great playwright
of his generation” (The New York Times).
A boy watches a “remedy man” tame a
wild stallion, a contest that mirrors his
own struggle with his father. A woman
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driving her mother’s ashes across the
country has a strangely transcendent
run-in with an injured hawk. Two aging
widowers, in Stetsons and bolo ties, together make a daily pilgrimage to the local Denny’s, only to be divided by the attentions of their favorite waitress. Peering unblinkingly into the chasms that separate fathers and sons, husbands and
wives, friends and strangers, these powerful tales bear the unmistakable signature of an American master.
When Roscoe, a 65-year-old Cervantes
scholar, runs oﬀ with a young woman
named Sally, he decides to stay a while
in her family home. Soon he discovers
that Sally’s house—once inhabited by
James Dean; perched precariously over
the San Fernando valley—is ﬁlled with secrets, sadness, and haunted women who
cannot leave themselves or anyone else
in peace. From Lucy, Sally’s suspicious
sister, to Mable, their Shakespeare-quoting invalid mother, to Elizabeth, Mable’s
lovely and mysteriously mute nurse, the
forces of the house conspire to make
Roscoe question his assumptions about
everything. As scars and histories are revealed, Shepard shows, as only he can,
what happens when the secrets simmering within a family boil over. Heartless
masterfully explores the irrevocability of
our pasts—and the possibility of life begun anew.
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formed on and oﬀ Broadway and in all
the major regional American theatres.
They are also widely performed and
studied in Europe, particularly in Britain,
Germany and France, ﬁnding both a popular and scholarly audience. In this collection of seventeen original essays, American and European authors from diﬀerent
professional and academic backgrounds
explore the various aspects of Shepard's
career - his plays, poetry, music, ﬁction,
acting, directing and ﬁlm work. The volume covers the major plays, including
Curse of the Starving Class, Buried Child,
and True West, as well as other lesser
known but vitally important works. A
thorough chronology of Shepard's life
and career, together with biographical
chapters, a note from the legendary
Joseph Chaikin, and an interview with
the playwright, give a fascinating ﬁrst-hand account of an exuberant and experimental personality.
Filled with wry, dark humor, unparalleled
imagination, unforgettable characters,
and exquisitely crafted storytelling, Sam
Shepard’s plays have earned him enormous acclaim over the past ﬁve decades. In these ﬁfteen one-acts, we see
him at his best, displaying his trademark
ability to portray human relationships,
love, and lust with rare authenticity. These ﬁfteen furiously energetic plays
conﬁrm Shepard's status as our most audacious living playwright, unafraid to set
genres and archetypes spinning with results that are utterly mesmerizing. Included in this volume: Ages of the Moon Evanescence; Shakespeare in the Alley
Short Life of Trouble The Unseen Hand
The Rock Garden Chicago Icarus’s
Mother 4H Club Fourteen Hundred Thousand Red Cross Cowboys #2 Forensic &
The Navigators The Holy Ghostly Back
Bog Beast Bait Killer’s Head

THE STORY: The scene is a stark motel
room at the edge of the Mojave Desert.
May, a disheveled young woman, sits dejectedly on a rumpled bed while Eddie, a
rough-spoken rodeo performer, crouches
in a corner ﬁddling with his riding gear.
When he at
Few American playwrights have exerted
as much inﬂuence on the contemporary
stage as Sam Shepard. His plays are per-
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