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Disability is not a boundary to holiness, because God is with us.
But it can sometimes be an obstacle to full participation in the life
of the Church, simply because many do not understand what is
needed to help people with disabilities overcome any physical,
mental, or interpersonal challenges they may face in church and
in leading an Orthodox Christian life. This book addresses the
question from theological, practical, and experiential perspectives, giving individuals and families with disabilities the opportunity to voice their needs and suggest some things the rest of us
can do to make them welcome in the household of God.
The Bible and Disability: A Commentary (BDC) is the ﬁrst comprehensive commentary on the Bible from the perspective of disability. The BDC examines how the Bible constructs or reﬂects human
wholeness, impairment, and disability in all their expressions. Biblical texts do envision the ideal body, but they also present visions of the body that deviate from this ideal, whether physically
or through cognitive impairments or mental illness. The BDC engages the full range of these depictions of body and mind, exploring their meaning through close readings and comparative analysis. The BDC enshrines the distinctive interpretive imagination required to span the worlds of biblical studies and disability studies.
Each of the fourteen contributors has worked at this intersection;
and through their combined expertise, the very best of both biblical studies and disability studies culminates in detailed textual
work of description, interpretation, and application to provide a
synthetic and synoptic whole. The result is a close reading of the
Bible that gives long-overdue attention to the fullness of human
identity narrated in the Scriptures.
Disability and spirituality have traditionally been understood as
two distinct spheres: disability is physical and thus belongs to
health care professionals, while spirituality is religious and belongs to the church, synagogue, or mosque and their theologians,
clergy, rabbis, and imams. This division leads to stunted theoretical understanding, limited collaboration, and segregated practices, all of which contribute to a lack of capacity to see people
with disabilities as whole human beings and full members of a diverse human family. Contesting the assumptions that separate
disability and spirituality, William Gaventa argues for the integration of these two worlds. As Gaventa shows, the quest to understand disability inevitably leads from historical and scientiﬁc models into the world of spirituality--to the ways that values, attitudes, and beliefs shape our understanding of the meaning of disability. The reverse is also true. The path to understanding spirituality is a journey that leads to disability--to experiences of limitation and vulnerability, where the core questions of what it means
to be human are often starkly and profoundly clear. In Disability
and Spirituality Gaventa constructs this whole and human path
before turning to examine spirituality in the lives of those individuals with disabilities, their families and those providing care, their
friends and extended relationships, and ﬁnally the communities
to which we all belong. At each point Gaventa shows that disability and spirituality are part of one another from the very beginn-

ing of creation. Recovering wholeness encompasses their reunion--a cohesion that changes our vision and enables us to everyone as fully human.
The ﬁrst major book to examine ancient Christian literature on
hell through the lenses of gender and disability studies Throughout the Christian tradition, descriptions of hell’s ﬁery torments
have shaped contemporary notions of the afterlife, divine justice,
and physical suﬀering. But rarely do we consider the roots of
such conceptions, which originate in a group of understudied ancient texts: the early Christian apocalypses. In this pioneering
study, Meghan Henning illuminates how the bodies that populate
hell in early Christian literature—largely those of women,
enslaved persons, and individuals with disabilities—are punished
after death in spaces that mirror real carceral spaces, eﬀectually
criminalizing those bodies on earth. Contextualizing the apocalypses alongside ancient medical texts, inscriptions, philosophy,
and patristic writings, this book demonstrates the ways that Christian depictions of hell intensiﬁed and preserved ancient notions of
gender and bodily normativity that continue to inform Christian
identity.
For most of church history, hospitality was central to Christian
identity. Yet our generation knows little about this rich, life-giving
practice.
This book aims to help readers appreciate the many-faceted relationship between Christianity, one of the world’s major faith traditions, and the practice of psychiatry. Chapter authors in this book
ﬁrst consider challenges posed by historical antagonisms, churchbased mental health stigma, and controversy over phenomena
such as hearing voices. Next, others explore both how Christians
often experience conditions such as mood and psychotic disorders, disorders in children and adolescents, moral injury and
PTSD, and ways that their faith can serve as a resource in their
healing. Twelve Step spirituality, originally informed by Christianity, is the subject of a chapter, as are issues raised for Christians
by disability, death and dying. A set of chapters then focuses on
the state of integration of Christian beliefs and practices into psychotherapy, treatment delivery, educational programming, clergy/clinician collaboration, and treatment by a non-Christian
psychiatrist. Finally, there are chapters by a mental health professional who has been a patient, a Jewish psychiatrist, a Muslim
psychiatrist knowledgeable about Christianity and psychiatry in
the Muslim majority world, and a Christian psychiatrist. These
chapters provide context, diversity and personal perspectives.
Christianity and Psychiatry is a valuable resource for mental
health professionals seeking to understand and address the particular challenges that arise when caring for Christian patients.
Integrating intellectual with personal, political and spiritual, the
author deﬁnes a liberatory theology for the disabled.
Even today, there is still an inherent conﬂict between the way the
Gospels speak about disability, and the attitude of the Church.
This book seeks to challenge the assumptions which still exist
about disability, assumptions which are reﬂected within the
Church. Blending theory, anthropology, theology, pastoral con-
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cerns and the lived experience of people with disabilities, Reconceptualising Disability for the Contemporary Church oﬀers an important and thoughtful challenge to the contemporary Church.
Pastor Lamar Hardwick was thirty-six years old when he found
out he was on the autism spectrum. This revelation prompted
him to reconsider the church's responsibilities to the disabled
community. Insisting that the good news of Jesus aﬃrms God's image in all people, Hardwick oﬀers practical steps and strategies to
build stronger, truly inclusive communities of faith.
Religion plays a critical role in determining how disability is understood and how persons with disabilities are treated. Examining
the world's religions through the lens of disability studies not only
peers deeply into the character of a particular religion, but also
teaches something brand new about what it means to respond to
people living with physical and mental diﬀerences. Disability and
World Religions introduces readers to the rich diversity of the
world's religions--Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, and Native American traditions.
Each chapter introduces a speciﬁc religious tradition in a manner
that oﬀers innovative approaches to familiar themes in contemporary debates about religion and disability, including personhood,
autonomy, community, ability, transcendence, morality, practice,
the interpretation of texts, and conditioned claims regarding the
normal human body or mind. By portraying varied and complex
perspectives on the intersection of religion and disability, this volume demonstrates that religious teachings and practices across
the globe help establish cultural constructions of normalcy. The
volume also interrogates the constructive role religion plays in determining expectations for human physical and mental behavior
and in establishing standards for measuring conventional health
and well-being. Disability and World Religions thus oﬀers a respectful exploration of global faith traditions and cultivates creative ways to respond to the ﬁelds of both religious and disability
studies.
For two millennia Christians have thought about what human impairment is and how faith communities and society should respond to people with perceived impairments. But never has one
volume collected the most signiﬁcant Christian writings on disability. This book ﬁlls that gap. Brian Brock and John Swinton's Disability in the Christian Tradition brings together for the ﬁrst time key
writings by thinkers from all periods of Christian history - including Augustine, Aquinas, Julian of Norwich, Luther, Calvin, Hegel,
Kierkegaard, Bonhoeﬀer, Barth, Hauerwas, and more. Fourteen
contemporary experts in theology and disability studies guide
readers through each era or group of thinkers, oﬀering clear commentary and highlighting important themes.
A theologian and father of an autistic child provides biblical, theological, and pastoral tools for understanding and welcoming those
with disabilities.
This edited collection of essays examines how religions of the
world represent, understand, theologize, theorize and respond to
disability and chronic illness. Contributors employ a variety of
methodological approaches including ethnography, historical, cultural, or textual analysis, personal narrative, and theological/philosophical investigation.
The atonement--where God in Jesus Christ addresses sin and the
whole of the human predicament--lies at the heart of the Christian faith and life. Its saving power is for all people, and yet a
deep hesitancy has prevented meaningful discussion of the cross'
relevance for people with disabilities. Speaking of disability and
the multifaceted concept of the atonement has created an unresolvable tension, not least because sin and disability often seem
to be associated within the biblical text. While work in disability
theology has made great progress in developing a positive theo-
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logical framework for disability as an integral part of human diversity, it has so far fallen short of grappling with this particular set
of interpretive challenges presented by the cross. In Accessible
Atonement, reﬂecting on his experience as both a pastor and a
theologian, David McLachlan brings the themes and objectives of
disability theology into close conversation with traditional ideas
of the cross as Jesus' sacriﬁce, justice, and victory. From this conversation emerges an account of the atonement as God's deepest, once-for-all participation in both the moral and contingent
risk of creation, where all that alienates us from God and each
other is addressed. Such an atonement is inherently inclusive of
all people and is not one that is extended to disability as a special
case. This approach to the atonement opens up space to address
both the redemption of sin and the possibilities of spiritual and
bodily healing. What McLachlan leads us to discover is that, when
revisited in this way, the cross--perhaps surprisingly--becomes
the cornerstone of Christian disability theology and the foundation of many of its arguments. Far from excluding those who ﬁnd
themselves physically or mentally outside of assumed norms, the
atoning death of Christ creates a vital space of inclusion and aﬃrmation for such persons within the life of the church. --Eleanor
McLaughlin, Lecturer in Theology and Ethics, Regent's Park College, University of Oxford
This book brings together for the ﬁrst time the views of renowned
Christian leaders throughout history - including Augustine, Aquinas, Julian of Norwich, Luther, Calvin, Hegel, Kierkegaard, van
den Bergh, Bonhoeﬀer, Barth, Vanier, and Hauerwas. Fourteen experts in theology and disability studies guide readers through
each era or group of thinkers, oﬀering clear commentary and
highlighting important themes. --from publisher description.
Persons with disabilities in Church and society : a historical and
sociological perspective /Samuel Kabue --Claiming and developing a disability hermeneutics : towards a liberating theology of disability /Arne Fritzson --Perfect God and imperfect creation : in the
image of God and disabled /Joseph D. Galgalo --Sin, suﬀering, and
disability in God's world /A. Wati Longchar --One in Christ : priesthood of the disabled and the exercising of gifts /C.B. Peter --Biblical perspectives on disability /Sammy Githuku --Lazarus, come
out! : how contextual Bible study can empower the disabled
/Janet Lees --The Church, public policy, and disability concerns in
Kenya /Phitalis Were Masakhwe --Cultural barriers to the disabled
people's participation in Church life /Reuben Kigame --Education,
employment, and health : a disability perspective /Anjeline Okola
--Society and leadership : challenges and opportunities for people
with disabilities /Esther Mombo --Disability : social challenges and
family responses /Joseph Shiriko --Disability and sexuality /Salome Wairimu Muigai --Gender and disability challenges wihin the
Church /Joseph Sinyo --Combating HIV & Aids among persons with
disability : a disability perspective /Paul Chappell --Persons with
disabilities and psychological perspectives /Ndung'u J.B. Ikenye -Psychosocial disability : attitudes and barriers to social integration in Church and society /Janet Amegatcher --The Church and
pastoral counseling for disability /David Kiarie --Persons with disabilities in Madagascar /Ralphine Razaka --Persons with disabilities
in Malawi : what are the issues? /Rachel Kamchacha Kachaje --A
proﬁle of Tanzanians with disabilities /Kaganzi Rutachwamagyo -Persons with disabilities in Uganda /Gidudu Balayo N. Seezi --Persons with disability in South Africa /Joy Sebenzile P. Matsebula.
Christians have traditionally claimed that humans are created in
the image of God (imago Dei), but they have consistently deﬁned
that image in ways that exclude people from full humanity. The
most well-known deﬁnition locates the image in the rational soul,
which is constructed in such a way that women, children, and
many persons with disabilities are found deﬁcient. Body Parts
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claims the importance of embodiment, diﬀerence, and limitation-not only as descriptions of the human condition but also as
part of the imago Dei itself.
Lived Theology contains the work of an emerging generation of
theologians and scholars who pursue research, teaching, and writing as a form of public responsibility motivated by the conviction
that theological ideas aspire in their inner logic toward social expression. Written as a two-year collaboration of the Project on
Lived Theology at the University of Virginia, this volume oﬀers a
series of illustrations and styles that distinguish Lived Theology in
the broader conversation with other major approaches to the religious interpretation of embodied life. The book begins with a modest query: How might theological writing, research, and teaching
be expanded to engage lived experience with the same care and
precision given by scholars to books and articles? Behind this
question lies the claim that theological engagements and interpretations of lived experience oﬀer rich and often surprising insights
into God's presence and activity in the world. Answers to, and explorations of, this question form the narrative framework of this
groundbreaking volume. Lived theology is shown to be an exceedingly curious enterprise, transgressing disciplinary boundaries as
a matter of course, examining circumstance, context, and motivation, and marshalling every available resource for the sake of discerning the theological shape of enacted and embodied faith. Understanding the social consequences of theological ideas is a task
with wide ranging signiﬁcance, inside the academy and in the
broader forums of civic discussion. Contributors consider Lived
Theology from a diverse array of experiences and locations, including towns in Mississippi struggling with histories of racist violence and murder; a homeless shelter in Atlanta; churches in the
Democratic Republic of Congo; faith based volunteer organizations in Columbus, Ohio; and a college classroom in the Midwest.
This innovative work oﬀers a fresh and exciting model for scholars, teachers, practitioners, and students seeking to reconnect
the lived experience of faith communities with academic study
and reﬂection.
Including both theoretical discussions and practical information
for congregational use or pastoral use, this rich, accessible book
explores biblical text, historical and theological issues of disability, and oﬀers examples of successful ministry by people with disabilities. * Engages a wide range of theological traditions and writings on disability within the Christian tradition * Provides disability-focused readings of biblical texts relevant to disability studies,
both as ecclesial resources and for classroom use * Proﬁles individuals who are engaged in active ministry and church leadership
while living with disabilities * Includes straightforward analysis of
complicated social issues like disability and reproductive rights
Does what we are capable of doing deﬁne us as human beings? If
this basic anthropological assumption is true, where can that
leave those with intellectual disabilities, unable to accomplish the
things that we propose give us our very humanity? Hans Reinders
here makes an unusual claim about unusual people: those who
are profoundly disabled are people just like the rest of us. He acknowledges that, at ﬁrst glance, this is not an unusual claim given the steps taken within the last few decades to bring the rights
of those with disabilities into line with the rights of the mainstream. But, he argues, that cannot be the end of the matter, because the disabled are human beings before they are citizens. -To
live a human life properly, - he says, -they must not only be included in our institutions and have access to our public spaces;
they must also be included in other people's lives, not just by natural necessity but by choice.- Receiving the Gift of Friendship consists of three parts: (1) Profound Disability, (2) Theology, and (3)
Ethics. Overturning the -commonsense- view of human beings,
Reinders's argument for a paradigm shift in our relation to people
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with disabilities is founded on a groundbreaking philosophical-theological consideration of humanity and of our basic human commonality. Moreover, Reinders gives his study human vividness
and warmth with stories of the profoundly disabled from his own
life and from the work of Jean Vanier and Henri Nouwen in
L'Arche communities.
Have you ever wondered whether God knows what it is like to
have a disability? Can God know this? The answer to these questions matters to the estimated one billion people with a disability
worldwide. Jesus the Disabled God oﬀers an aﬃrmative answer.
Jesus’ ministry was itself a positive aﬃrmation of those who experience disability, but Jesus went beyond ministry to people with
disabilities and actually experienced disability himself on the
cross. The amazing thing about this experience is that it was freely chosen, even planned from all eternity. As a consequence, the
God-man Jesus now knows what it is like to have a disability. Furthermore, because of his glorious resurrection from the dead, Jesus is no longer disabled and can oﬀer hope to those who are.
Michael Beates’s concern with disability issues began nearly 30
years ago when his eldest child was born with multiple profound
disabilities. Now, as more families like Michael’s are aﬀected by a
growing number of diﬃculties ranging from down syndrome to
autism to food allergies, the need for church programs and personal paradigm shifts is greater than ever. Working through key Bible passages on brokenness and disability while answering hard
questions, Michael oﬀers here helpful principles for believers and
their churches. He shows us how to embrace our own brokenness
and then to embrace those who are more physically and visibly
broken, bringing hope and vision to those of us who need it most.
This collection of essays examines how diverse religions of the
world represent, understand, theologize, theorize and respond to
disability and chronic illness. Contributors employ a variety of
methodological approaches including ethnography, historical, cultural, or textual analysis, personal narrative, and theological/philosophical investigation.
Inspiring and challenging study that rethinks the Bible s teaching
on disability A theologian whose life experience includes growing
up alongside a brother with Down syndrome, Amos Yong in this
book rereads and reinterprets biblical texts about human disability, arguing that the way we read biblical texts, not the Bible itself, is what causes us to marginalize persons with disabilities. Revealing and examining the underlying stigma of disability that exists even in the church, Yong shows how the Bible oﬀers good
news to people of all abilities and he challenges churches to become more inclusive communities of faith.
How would it look if we "disabled" Christian theology, discipleship, and theological education? Benjamin Conner initiates a new
conversation between disability studies and Christian theology
and missiology, imagining a church that fully incorporates persons with disabilities into its mission. In this vision, people with
disabilities are part of the church's pluriform witness, and the congregation embodies a robust hermeneutic of the gospel.
While the struggle for disability rights has transformed secular
ethics and public policy, traditional Christian teaching has been
slow to account for disability in its theological imagination. Amos
Yong crafts both a theology of disability and a theology informed
by disability. The result is a Christian theology that not only connects with our present social, medical, and scientiﬁc understanding of disability but also one that empowers a set of best practices appropriate to our late modern context.
Attention to embodiment and the religious signiﬁcance of bodies
is one of the most signiﬁcant shifts in contemporary theology. In
the midst of this, however, experiences of disability have received little attention. This book explores possibilities for theologi-
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cal engagement with disability, focusing on three primary alternatives: challenging existing theological models to engage with the
disabled body, considering possibilities for a disability liberation
theology, and exploring new theological options based on an understanding of the unsurprisingness of human limits. The
overarching perspective of this book is that limits are an unavoidable aspect of being human, a fact we often seem to forget or deny. Yet not only do all humans experience limits, most of us also
experience limits that take the form of disability at some point in
our lives; in this way, disability is more "normal" than non-disability. If we take such experiences seriously and refuse to reduce
them to mere instances of suﬀering, we discover insights that are
lost when we take a perfect or generic body as our starting point
for theological reﬂections. While possible applications of this insight are vast, this work focuses on two areas of particular interest: theological anthropology and metaphors for God. This project
challenges theology to consider the undeniable diversity of human embodiment. It also enriches previous disability work by providing an alternative to the dominant medical and minority models, both of which fail to acknowledge the full diversity of disability experiences. Most notably, this project oﬀers new images and
possibilities for theological construction that attend appropriately
and creatively to diversity in human embodiment.
In so doing, Clifton shows that the experience of disability has
something profound to say about all bodies, about the fragility
and happiness of all humans, and about the deeper truths oﬀered
us by the theological virtues of faith, hope, and love.--Brian
Brock, Reader in Moral and Practical Theology, University of Aberdeen
This volume is a major contribution to the ﬁeld of disability history in the ancient world. Contributions from leading international
scholars examine deformity and disability from a variety of historical, sociological and theoretical perspectives, as represented in
various media. The volume is not conﬁned to a narrow view of ‘antiquity’ but includes a large number of pieces on ancient western
Asia that provide a broad and comparative view of the topic and
enable scholars to see this important topic in the round. Disability
in Antiquity is the ﬁrst multidisciplinary volume to truly map out
and explore the topic of disability in the ancient world and create
new avenues of thought and research.
What does healing mean for people with disabilities? Bridging biblical studies, ethics, and disability studies with the work of practitioners, Bethany McKinney Fox examines healing narratives in
their biblical and cultural contexts. This theologically grounded
and winsomely practical resource helps us more fully understand
what Jesus does as he heals and how he points the way for relationships with people with disabilities.
Explores the role of human disability in the service of God and examines how the participation of people with disabilities relate to
the scriptures that speak of sin, disability, and healing. Challenges the current practices within the churches, encourages people with disabilities to press for full inclusion, suggests that congregations should re-envision their actual practices in communal
life and worship, and presents a selection entitled "Disabling the
Lie." Includes topic and name indices.
Drawing on the controversial case of “Ashley X,” a girl with severe developmental disabilities who received interventionist medical treatment to limit her growth and keep her body forever small—a procedure now known as the “Ashley Treatment”—Reconsidering Intellectual Disability explores important questions at the intersection of disability theory, Christian moral theology, and
bioethics. What are the biomedical boundaries of acceptable treatment for those not able to give informed consent? Who gets to decide when a patient cannot communicate their desires and

4

needs? Should we accept the dominance of a form of medicine
that identiﬁes those with intellectual impairments as pathological
objects in need of the normalizing bodily manipulations of technological medicine? In a critical exploration of contemporary disability theory, Jason Reimer Greig contends that L'Arche, a federation
of faith communities made up of people with and without intellectual disabilities, provides an alternative response to the predominant bioethical worldview that sees disability as a problem to be
solved. Reconsidering Intellectual Disability shows how a focus on
Christian theological tradition’s moral thinking and practice of
friendship with God oﬀers a way to free not only people with intellectual disabilities but all people from the objectifying gaze of
modern medicine. L'Arche draws inspiration from Jesus's solidarity with the "least of these" and a commitment to Christian friendship that sees people with profound cognitive disabilities not as
anomalous objects of pity but as fellow friends of God. This vital
act of social recognition opens the way to understanding the disabled not as objects to be ﬁxed but as teachers whose lives can
transform others and open a new way of being human.
How do communities consent to diﬀerence? How do they recognize and create the space and time necessary for the diﬀerences
and disabilities of those who constitute them? Christian congregations often make assumptions about the shared abilities, practices, and experiences that are necessary for communal worship.
The author of this provocative new book takes a hard look at these assumptions through a detailed ethnographic study of an unusual religious community where more than half the congregants
live with diagnoses of mental illness, many coming to the church
from personal care homes or independent living facilities. Here,
people’s participation in worship disrupts and extends the formal
orders of worship. Whenever one worships God at Sacred Family
Church, there is someone who is doing it diﬀerently. Here, the author argues, the central elements and the participation in the
symbols of Christian worship raise questions rather than supply
clear markers of unity, prompting the question, What do you
need in order to have a church that assumes diﬀerence at its
heart? Based on three years of ethnographic research, The Disabled Church describes how the Sacred Family community, comprising people with very diﬀerent mental abilities, backgrounds,
and resources, sustains and embodies a common religious identity. It explores how an ethic of diﬀerence is both helped and hindered by a church’s embodied theology. Paying careful attention
to how these congregants improvise forms of access to a common liturgy, this book oﬀers a groundbreaking theology of worship that engages both the fragility and beauty revealed by diﬀerence within the church. As liturgy requires consent to diﬀerence
rather than coercion, an aesthetic approach to diﬀerences within
Christian liturgy provides a frame for congregations and Christian
liturgists to pay attention to the diﬀerences and disabilities of worshippers. This book creates a distinctive conversation between
critical disability studies, liturgical aesthetics, and ethnographic
theology, oﬀering an original perspective on the relationship between beauty and disability within Christian communities. Here is
a transformational theological aesthetics of Christian liturgy that
prioritizes human diﬀerence and argues for the importance of the
Disabled Church.
Leading ethicist and pastoral theologian Brian Brock reﬂects on
the challenge of disability, refuting widely held misconceptions
and helping readers respond well to the pastoral implications of
disability. Brock, the father of a child with special needs, weaves
together theological commentary with narrative reﬂection, oﬀering rich theological wisdom for shepherding people with disabilities. He shows pastors and ministers-in-training that thinking
more closely and theologically about disability is a doorway into a
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more vibrant and welcoming church life for all Christians.
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